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AT A GLANCE: CONNECT JOURNALS 

WHAT ARE CONNECT JOURNALS? 

Connect Journals are self-reflective spaces in Connect where students can post their thoughts on course 

topics or experiences. Journal assignments help students create meaning and internalize learning as 

they engage in personalized one-on-one conversations with you. The private nature of journals offers 

students a safe environment to express themselves and receive individualized feedback. Journals can 

be used for self-reflective assignments that may only be shared between the student and the instructor, 

or shared with other users in the course. 

KEY FEATURES 

 Journals can be set to be graded and added as a column in the Grade Center.   

 As an instructor, you can control students’ ability to edit and delete entries and comments.  

GETTING STARTED 

Connect Journals are not part of the Connect template in new Faculty of Education shells, but they can 

be added as a tool link on the left-hand menu of your course. You can also find them on your left-hand 

side Course Management menu under the Control Panel. 

1. Add Journals as a Tool link on your course menu. Click on the plus (+) icon on the top left of 

the screen and select Tool Link. In the Add Tool Link pop-up menu, write Course Messages. In 

the Type section, select Course Messages. 
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2. Check the “Available to Users” box to make the tool link visible to students.  Click Submit to save your 

changes. Find the newly added Journals tool link on the left-hand menu of your course.  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

3. Create a Journal. From the Journals page, click 

Journal in the action bar to start creating your 

journal.  

 

4. Add a name and a description. Within the 

Create Journal, enter a name for the wiki and 

instructions in the content editor if desired.  

 

5. Set the Journal settings. Select whether you would like to make the journal available now, or 

limit the availability of your blog to a specific date and time. Choose if you would like students 

to edit and delete comments and if you would like to grade student’s journal entries.  

 

6. Click Submit to save your changes.  

 

You can now see the journal listed in the 

main Wiki page (e.g. Journal 1). Journal 

entries can then be added to this journal 

by students and other participants 

enrolled in the course.  
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